
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Mr David Mery 

 
 

By e-mail to dmery@acm.org 
 
 

 
Our Reference: 46493 

 
 26th March 2009 

 

 
Dear Mr Mery, 

 
I am writing with reference to your request for information regarding the National 

DNA Database (NDNAD), made under section 1(1) of the Freedom of Information 
Act, dated and received by the National Policing Improvement Agency (NPIA) on 
12th February 2009. 

 
You asked for the following information:- 

 
For each month between January 2006 to February 2009 included: 
 

1/ The total number of DNA profiles held on the NDNAD at the end of each of the 
date ranges. 

2/ The number of subject DNA profiles loaded on the NDNAD contributed by each 
contributing organisation. 
3/ The number of requests for DNA records removal received by each contributing 

organisation  
4/ The number of DNA profile deleted from the NDNAD for samples taken by each 

contributing organisation following the granting of a request (under the exceptional 
case procedure ). 
5/ The estimated replication rates for each contributing organisation. 

6/ The number of crime scene DNA profiles loaded on the NDNAD contributed by 
each contributing organisation. 

7/ The number of crime scene DNA profiles deleted from the NDNAD for samples 
taken by each contributing organisation. 
 

and 
 

8/ a/ The number of DNA profiles of children aged under 10 deleted from the 
NDNAD for samples taken by each contributing organisation following the 
announcement of the Home Secretary speech 'Common sense approaches to 
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dealing with crime and DNA' (2008-12-16); and b/ the date when these DNA 
profiles were deleted. 
 

In response to your request, we are able to provide you with the following 
information. 

 
The NDNAD is not a criminal records database. It holds very little information about 
a subject’s identity – only their name, date of birth, sex and ethnic appearance. 

Inclusion on the DNA database does not signify a criminal record, and there is no 
personal cost or disadvantage by being on it.  

 
In relation to detailing each contributing organisation; the NPIA can neither confirm 
nor deny that it holds any additional information relevant to this request, as the 

duty in Section1 (1) (a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 does not apply.  
This notice acts as a refusal notice under the provisions of S17 (1) of the Freedom 

of information Act 2000, by virtue of the listed exemptions:  
 
Section 23(5) Information Supplied by Security Bodies.  

Section 24(2) National Security  
 

However, this should not be taken as conclusive evidence that the information you 
requested exists or does not exist. 
 

 
1/ The total number of DNA profiles held on the NDNAD at the end of each of the 

date ranges. 
 
The NDNAD is a dynamic, continually changing database. Because the data on the 

NDNAD is constantly changing and records are continually being added and 
removed, it is generally only possible to provide a “snapshot” of its contents at the 

current moment in time.  Because of this, we are unable to run reports 
retrospectively to obtain figures on the numbers of profiles held on the NDNAD at 

the end of each of the date ranges. However, I would draw your attention to some 
of the relevant information which was published in the previous NDNAD annual 
reports.  These reports are available for download on the Home Office website and 

the NPIA website at the following addresses 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/science-research/using-science/dna-database/ and 

http://www.npia.police.uk/en/11403.htm 
 
We are able to provide the current up to date figures on the NDNAD.  

 
 

Total number of profiles held on the NDNAD as at 27/02/09 
 
The National DNA Database (NDNAD) holds both DNA profiles derived from samples 

taken from known individuals (referred to as subject sample profiles) and also DNA 
profiles derived from samples left at crime scenes from unknown individuals 

(referred to as crime scene sample profiles). 
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 Total for all Forces 

Total Subject Profiles 5,562,912 

Total Crime Scene 
profiles 

346,725 

 

The figures for subject profiles cover all subjects loaded to the NDNAD and 
therefore cover both subjects who provided a sample voluntarily, for example for 
elimination purposes within the context of a specific case, and also criminal justice 

samples which are those taken from individuals following an arrest for a recordable 
offence. 

 
It is the number of subject profiles held on the NDNAD and this does not equate to 
the actual number of individuals on the NDNAD.  The number of subject profiles on 

the NDNAD is higher than the number of individuals because some of the profiles 
held are replicates.  Replicates arise from samples being taken from the same 

subject on more than one occasion for example where a person gave different 
names, or different versions of their name, on separate arrests or where a Police 

Force chooses to resample them to improve the discriminating power or evidential 
value of the sample. 
 

2/ The number of subject DNA profiles loaded on the NDNAD contributed by each 
contributing organisation. 

 
The table below shows the number of subject profiles loaded to the NDNAD by each 
contributing organisation for each month January 2006 to February 2009 (up to 

27th February 2009). It is the number of profiles loaded during this time not 
necessarily retained; some of these profiles may have subsequently been deleted. 

 
As above, the figures are for all subject profiles loaded to the NDNAD and therefore 
covers both subjects who provided a sample voluntarily, for example for elimination 

purposes within the context of a specific case, and also criminal justice samples 
which are those taken from individuals following an arrest for a recordable offence. 

 
They refer to the numbers of subject profiles loaded to the NDNAD and thus do not 
equate to the actual number of individuals loaded to the NDNAD.  The number of 

subject profiles loaded to the NDNAD is higher than the number of individuals 
because some of the profiles held are replicates.  Replicates arise from samples 

being taken from the same subject on more than one occasion for example where a 
person gave different names, or different versions of their name, on separate 
arrests or where a Police Force chooses to resample them to improve the 

discriminating power or evidential value of the sample. 
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c
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a
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8
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7
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  3
/ 
T
h
e
 n
u
m
b
e
r 
o
f 
re
q
u
e
s
ts
 f
o
r 
D
N
A
 r
e
c
o
rd
s
 r
e
m
o
v
a
l 
re
c
e
iv
e
d
 b
y
 e
a
c
h
 c
o
n
tr
ib
u
ti
n
g
 o
rg
a
n
is
a
ti
o
n
  

 W
e
 a
re
 n
o
t 
a
b
le
 t
o
 p
ro
v
id
e
 a
n
y
 i
n
fo
rm
a
ti
o
n
 o
n
 t
h
e
 n
u
m
b
e
r 
o
f 
re
q
u
e
s
ts
 f
o
r 
D
N
A
 r
e
c
o
rd
s
 r
e
m
o
v
a
l 
re
c
e
iv
e
d
 b
y
 e
a
c
h
 

c
o
n
tr
ib
u
ti
n
g
 o
rg
a
n
is
a
ti
o
n
; 
w
e
 p
ro
c
e
s
s
 t
h
e
 a
c
tu
a
l 
d
e
le
ti
o
n
 o
f 
th
e
 r
e
c
o
rd
 f
ro
m
 t
h
e
 N
D
N
A
D
 o
n
c
e
 t
h
e
 c
h
ie
f 
c
o
n
s
ta
b
le
 o
f 
th
e
 

fo
rc
e
 h
a
s
 m
a
d
e
 t
h
e
 d
e
c
is
io
n
 t
o
 d
e
le
te
 t
h
e
 s
a
m
p
le
 a
n
d
 a
re
 n
o
t 
in
v
o
lv
e
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 c
o
n
s
id
e
ra
ti
o
n
 o
f 
e
a
c
h
 r
e
q
u
e
s
t 
re
c
e
iv
e
d
 b
y
 

e
a
c
h
 p
o
li
c
e
 f
o
rc
e
. 
W
e
 t
h
e
re
fo
re
 d
o
 n
o
t 
h
o
ld
 a
n
y
 i
n
fo
rm
a
ti
o
n
 o
n
 t
h
e
 n
u
m
b
e
rs
 o
f 
D
N
A
 r
e
m
o
v
a
l 
re
q
u
e
s
ts
 r
e
c
e
iv
e
d
 b
y
 e
a
c
h
 

fo
rc
e
. 
  

  4
/ 
T
h
e
 n
u
m
b
e
r 
o
f 
D
N
A
 p
ro
fi
le
 d
e
le
te
d
 f
ro
m
 t
h
e
 N
D
N
A
D
 f
o
r 
s
a
m
p
le
s
 t
a
k
e
n
 b
y
 e
a
c
h
 c
o
n
tr
ib
u
ti
n
g
 o
rg
a
n
is
a
ti
o
n
 f
o
ll
o
w
in
g
 

th
e
 g
ra
n
ti
n
g
 o
f 
a
 r
e
q
u
e
s
t 
(u
n
d
e
r 
th
e
 e
x
c
e
p
ti
o
n
a
l 
c
a
s
e
 p
ro
c
e
d
u
re
).
 

 T
h
e
 t
a
b
le
 b
e
lo
w
 s
h
o
w
s
 t
h
e
 n
u
m
b
e
r 
o
f 
D
N
A
 s
a
m
p
le
s
 d
e
le
te
d
 f
ro
m
 t
h
e
 N
D
N
A
D
 b
ro
k
e
n
 d
o
w
n
 b
y
 P
o
li
c
e
 F
o
rc
e
 f
o
ll
o
w
in
g
 t
h
e
 

a
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
o
f 
a
n
 e
x
c
e
p
ti
o
n
a
l 
c
a
s
e
 r
e
m
o
v
a
l 
re
q
u
e
s
t 
fo
r 
Ja
n
u
a
ry
 2
0
0
8
 –
 F
e
b
ru
a
ry
 2
7
th
 2
0
0
9
. 
T
h
e
 r
e
a
s
o
n
s
 f
o
r 
d
e
le
ti
o
n
 o
f 

s
a
m
p
le
s
 f
ro
m
 t
h
e
 N
D
N
A
D
 a
re
 r
e
c
o
rd
e
d
 m
a
n
u
a
ll
y
. 
S
in
c
e
 J
a
n
u
a
ry
 0
8
 t
h
e
 n
u
m
b
e
rs
 o
f 
s
a
m
p
le
s
 d
e
le
te
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
th
e
 

e
x
c
e
p
ti
o
n
a
l 
c
a
s
e
 r
e
m
o
v
a
l 
p
ro
c
e
d
u
re
 h
a
v
e
 b
e
e
n
 c
o
ll
a
te
d
 c
e
n
tr
a
ll
y
. 
T
o
 o
b
ta
in
 f
ig
u
re
s
 p
ri
o
r 
to
 J
a
n
u
a
ry
 0
8
 t
h
e
 m
a
n
u
a
l 

re
c
o
rd
s
 w
o
u
ld
 n
e
e
d
 t
o
 b
e
 i
n
te
rr
o
g
a
te
d
 a
n
d
 v
e
ri
fi
e
d
 w
h
ic
h
 w
o
u
ld
 e
x
c
e
e
d
 t
h
e
 t
im
e
 a
n
d
 c
o
s
t 
li
m
it
s
 o
f 
F
O
IA
 r
e
q
u
e
s
ts
. 

 In
 S
c
o
tl
a
n
d
 t
h
e
 l
e
g
is
la
ti
o
n
 d
if
fe
rs
 f
ro
m
 t
h
a
t 
in
 E
n
g
la
n
d
 a
n
d
 W
a
le
s
. 
In
 S
c
o
tl
a
n
d
, 
D
N
A
 p
ro
fi
le
s
 o
b
ta
in
e
d
 f
ro
m
 s
a
m
p
le
s
 

ta
k
e
n
 o
n
 a
rr
e
s
t 
m
a
y
 o
n
ly
 b
e
 r
e
ta
in
e
d
 o
n
 t
h
e
 N
D
N
A
D
 i
f:
- 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

(1
) 
A
 c
o
n
v
ic
ti
o
n
 i
s
 o
b
ta
in
e
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 c
a
s
e
 f
o
r 
w
h
ic
h
 t
h
e
 s
a
m
p
le
 w
a
s
 t
a
k
e
n
. 
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0
0
7
 

(2
) 
F
o
r 
a
 p
e
ri
o
d
 o
f 
3
 y
e
a
rs
 w
h
e
n
 a
 p
e
rs
o
n
 i
s
 a
rr
e
s
te
d
 f
o
r 
a
 r
e
le
v
a
n
t 
s
e
x
u
a
l 
o
r 
v
io
le
n
t 
c
ri
m
e
 a
n
d
 t
h
e
 c
a
s
e
 r
e
s
u
lt
s
 i
n
 a
 

v
e
rd
ic
t 
o
th
e
r 
th
a
n
 g
u
il
ty
, 
o
r 
if
 n
o
 c
o
u
rt
 v
e
rd
ic
t,
 p
ro
v
id
in
g
 p
ro
c
e
e
d
in
g
s
 a
re
 f
o
rm

a
ll
y
 c
o
m
m
e
n
c
e
d
 a
n
d
 a
b
a
n
d
o
n
e
d
 b
y
 t
h
e
 

C
ro
w
n
. 

 O
n
c
e
 a
 c
a
s
e
 h
a
s
 b
e
e
n
 c
o
m
p
le
te
d
, 
o
r 
p
ro
c
e
e
d
in
g
s
 h
a
v
e
 b
e
e
n
 d
ro
p
p
e
d
 t
h
e
re
 i
s
 t
h
e
 r
e
q
u
ir
e
m
e
n
t 
th
a
t 
a
 S
c
o
tt
is
h
 s
u
b
je
c
t 

s
a
m
p
le
 r
e
c
o
rd
 a
ls
o
 b
e
 d
e
le
te
d
 f
ro
m
 t
h
e
 N
D
N
A
D
 b
u
t 
th
is
 i
s
n
’t
 u
n
d
e
r 
th
e
 e
x
c
e
p
ti
o
n
a
l 
c
a
s
e
 r
e
m
o
v
a
l 
p
ro
c
e
d
u
re
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e
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8
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8
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r-
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u
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J
u
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0
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g
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S
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c
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n
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8/ a/ The number of DNA profiles of children aged under 10 deleted from the 
NDNAD for samples taken by each contributing organisation following the 

announcement of the Home Secretary speech 'Common sense approaches to 
dealing with crime and DNA' (2008-12-16); and b/ the date when these DNA 
profiles were deleted. 

 
In England and Wales, children aged under 10 cannot be arrested as the legal age 

of criminal responsibility is 10. Police officers in England and Wales may only take 
DNA from a child aged under 10 with the consent of a parent or guardian.   
 

A child aged under 10 may have a volunteer DNA sample taken (with parental 
consent) to eliminate their profile because they were a victim or present at the 

crime scene. In the recent past, volunteer subject sample profiles taken from 
children aged under 10 were only added to the NDNAD where the parent or 
guardian also gave separate written consent for their profile to be loaded and 

retained on the NDNAD for searching against other unsolved crime scene profiles.  
 

On 16 December 2008, the Home Secretary announced that the Government would 
take immediate steps to remove the DNA profiles of children aged under 10 from 

the NDNAD.  Following the Home Secretary's announcement, the Chair of the 
NDNAD Strategy Board and ACPO Lead on DNA, Mr Gary Pugh, wrote to the Chief 
Constables of all forces in England and Wales asking them to review and remove 

the profiles of any children aged under 10 on the NDNAD. Since then, all profiles of 
children aged under 10 have been deleted. 

 
The table below shows the number of samples deleted from the NDNAD taken from 
children aged under 10, on load to the NDNAD, broken down by police force since 

16/12/08. As the Home Secretary’s responsibility is England and Wales the figures 
provided apply to England & Wales forces only. 

 
 

Force 
Total samples 
deleted 

Deletion 
dates 

22/01/2009 

22/01/2009 

Avon And Somerset 3 

22/01/2009 

British Transport 1 09/01/2009 

31/12/2008 Cambridgeshire 2 

31/12/2008 

Cheshire 1 13/01/2009 

City Of London Police 1 19/01/2009 

14/01/2009 

14/01/2009 

14/01/2009 

14/01/2009 

14/01/2009 

Derbyshire 6 

14/01/2009 

Devon And Cornwall 1 05/03/2009 
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Dyfed-Powys  1 16/01/2009 

Essex 1 19/01/2009 

10/01/2009 

19/01/2009 

19/01/2009 

19/01/2009 

Greater Manchester Police 5 

29/01/2009  

12/01/2009 

12/01/2009 

12/01/2009 

Gwent 4 

12/01/2009 

23/01/2009 

23/01/2009 

23/01/2009 

Hampshire 4 

05/03/2009 

13/01/2009 Humberside 2 

13/01/2009 

14/01/2009 

20/01/2009 

21/01/2009 

27/01/2009 

28/01/2009 

28/01/2009 

Kent 7 

05/03/2009 

09/01/2009 Lancashire 2 

09/01/2009 

31/12/2008 

31/12/2008 

31/12/2008 

31/12/2008 

31/12/2008 

31/12/2008 

31/12/2008 

31/12/2008 

13/01/2009 

17/02/2009 

Metropolitan Police 11 

17/02/2009 

North Wales 1 27/01/2009 

North Yorkshire 1 22/01/2009 

Northamptonshire 1 31/12/2008 

14/01/2009 

04/02/2009 

16/02/2009 

Northumbria 4 

17/02/2009 

09/01/2009 Nottinghamshire 2 

09/01/2009 

South Wales Constabulary 1 09/01/2009 

20/01/2009 South Yorkshire 11 

20/01/2009 
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20/01/2009 

20/01/2009 

20/01/2009 

20/01/2009 

20/01/2009 

20/01/2009 

20/01/2009 

20/01/2009 

20/01/2009 

Staffordshire Police 1 05/03/2009 

13/01/2009 

13/01/2009 

13/01/2009 

Suffolk 4 

13/01/2009 

Surrey 1 23/01/2009 

08/01/2009 

08/01/2009 

09/01/2009 

09/01/2009 

Sussex 5 

13/01/2009 

Warwickshire Police 1 14/01/2009 

19/01/2009 West Mercia 2 

19/01/2009 

West Midlands 1 05/03/2009 

14/01/2009 

14/01/2009 

14/01/2009 

14/01/2009 

14/01/2009 

14/01/2009 

14/01/2009 

West Yorkshire 8 

14/01/2009 

 
Your right to complain 

 
We take our responsibilities under the Freedom of Information Act seriously but, if 
you feel your request has not been properly handled or you are otherwise 

dissatisfied with the outcome of your request, you have the right to complain.  We 
will investigate the matter and endeavour to reply within 3 – 6 weeks.  You should 

write to: 
 

Gavin McKinnon 
Head of Secretariat 
National Policing Improvement Agency 

10-18 Victoria Street 
London 

SW1H 0NN 
 
E-mail: gavin.mckinnon@npia.pnn.police.uk 



 

 
 

National Policing Improvement Agency 
 

- 39 - 
 

© NPIA (National Policing Improvement Agency) 2007 

 
If you are still dissatisfied following our internal review, you have the right, under 
section 50 of the Act, to complain directly to the Information Commissioner.  Before 

considering your complaint, the Information Commissioner would normally expect 
you to have exhausted the complaints procedures provided by the NPIA.  The 

Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
 
 

FOI Compliance Team (complaints) 
Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 

SK9 5AF 
 

Further information about the NPIA is routinely published on our website at 
www.npia.police.uk or through our publication scheme.  If you require any further 
assistance in connection with this request please contact us at our address above. 

 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 

 

NDNAD Delivery Unit 
 
NPIA. 


